THE GOSPEL OF NARADA

PREFACE

THE tremendous prestige of S'n S'ankaracharya's 1
name, and the sedulous propaganda which has

artificially raised his Advaita doctrine above all
other philosophies in India, have obscured the real
teachings of Hindu Scripture. Thus it is only those
who themselves have had a deeper experience of the
Real than Advaita can give, who are able to remember
it is but a partial expression of the Truth. Foreigners,
misled by the noisy tub-thumping of self-styled Ad"
vaitins, have no chance to realise that the Hindu Scrip-
tures are essentially monotheistic, and that they are in no
way really represented by the pantheistic quasi-atheism
of the lecturer or by the vulgar polytheism of the
ignorant masses. Too many Hindus have themselves
been deceived; they have taken Advaita at its own

11 must apologise to the reader for the confusion inevitable in
such a work as this in transliterating from Sanskrit. As far as
possible where texts are directly quoted, and in the case of techni-
cal terms, I have used the conventional system of Orientalists, but
replaced this in parts of the book more likely to be read by the
general public with phonetic or the more familiar spellings; this
involves a certain inconsistency which will not, I trust, cause
inconvenience to most readers.